
Our Purpose Needs Power, Part 1
Why do you say, O Jacob, 
 and speak, O Israel,  
“My way is hidden from the Lord, 
 and my right is disregarded by my God”?

Isaiah 40:27

When we are going through tough times, we wonder if 
God sees what is happening to us. Worse yet, we think 
God knows but is disregarding our plight. Our sense of 
purpose gets lost. Knowledge of God is crucial in these 
times. We may be able to understand the greatness of 
God, but do we understand the goodness of God? 

Yes, God is able to do many mighty works. But like 
any loving parent, God also wishes to be personal with 
each of us. That a being of such limitless proportion 
could come down to our level is an act of power in  
itself—powerful grace, mercy, and love.

God’s power is accessible to us through the relation-
ship we share. Our purpose in life powers us through the 
tough times by connecting us with the Almighty. We are 
confident that not only is God able to see us through 
but also God is willing to see us through.

q
God, thank you for being willing to take me through 
every situation and grow me in my purpose for your 
kingdom. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

our PurPose is God’s PurPose

isaiah 40:21–31

Monday, February 1, 2021
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Our Purpose Needs Power, Part 2
He gives power to the faint, 
 and strengthens the powerless.

Isaiah 40:29

Every night, before I go to sleep, I put my cell phone 
on the charger. Every day, before I turn on my laptop, I 
make sure it’s plugged in. If I don’t do these things, the 
devices that I depend on will eventually cease to func-
tion.

We have been called by God for a divine purpose. 
We are tools and vessels that can be depended on only 
if we are properly charged. When we plug into God 
through prayer and Scripture, we have not only a clearer  
understanding of our calling but we also are provided 
the strength to endure in our calling. 

When we fail to abide in the things of the Lord, our 
light begins to dim, and we struggle to renew our spiri-
tual strength. God is our power source. That power 
source is infinite. When we feel ourselves fading, it is 
time to plug in. Continuous time with God keeps us 
always fully charged and ready to function. Our God-
given purpose is God-powered too.

q
O powerful God, thank you for your loving kindness. 
Refresh me with your Spirit. Renew my strength so 
that I may endure in following you. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas 

our PurPose is God’s PurPose

isaiah 40:21–31

tueSday, February 2, 2021
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Our Purpose Is Praise
Praise the Lord. 
How good it is to sing praises to our God, 
 how pleasant and fitting to praise him!

Psalm 147:1 (NIV)

We often compartmentalize praise. Praise shouldn’t just 
be reserved for church on Sunday or for when we’re 
playing worship music. Everything we do can be turned 
into praise, even our most mundane chores. Our hearts 
can always be filled with songs of praise. 

Being stuck in traffic is a great opportunity to praise God 
with singing or prayers of gratitude. Cooking and cleaning 
are wonderful times to remember God’s provision, to be 
thankful for family, and to celebrate our physical health and 
strength. Wouldn’t that be fitting? Isn’t that more pleasant?

When we inject praise into everything we do, we go 
about our lives with a joy-filled sense of purpose. We  
acknowledge God’s generosity and sovereignty. We don’t feel 
alone when in praise; we are aware of God’s presence with 
us. A song of praise in our hearts leads to an overflow that 
pours out onto others. How pleasant and fitting indeed!

q
Precious Lord, I thank you and praise you for all that 
you are! May I be a fragrant offering to you in my 
every thought, word, and deed. You alone are worthy 
to be praised! Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

our PurPose is God’s PurPose

PsaLM 147:1–11, 20C

WedneSday, February 3, 2021
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Our Purpose Is Borne from Relationship
But the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
 in those who hope in his steadfast love.

Psalm 147:11

Before I had a relationship with Jesus, there was no fear 
of God in me. My purpose was whatever pleased me, 
and I ended up frustrated and unfulfilled. Now I know 
and fear God, who my purpose is to please. Fear in this 
context means deep reverence and awe. The deeper our 
relationship with God is, the deeper our awe.

The unfailing, steadfast love of God goes beyond  
ordinary love. The Hebrew word for it is hesed, and it’s 
the type of love that can come only from relationship. 
We can put our hope in God’s hesed because of the rela-
tionship we share. We know God’s character, and we are 
in awe of it.

Without a relationship with God, we lack purpose. 
We will be frustrated and unfulfilled. By seeking that 
divine relationship, we will experience God’s unfailing 
love and come to truly fear the One who designs our 
purpose.

q
Loving God, I am completely in awe of you. I dedi-
cate my life to you today that you alone may be glori-
fied in my spirit. Thank you for your unfailing love. 
May I always bring you delight. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

our PurPose is God’s PurPose

PsaLM 147:1–11, 20C

thurSday, February 4, 2021
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Our Purpose Is the Gospel
I have become all things to all people, that I might 
by all means save some.

1 Corinthians 9:22b

On a mission trip to Malawi, Africa, I used John 4 to 
teach rural village women about their purpose in Christ 
via the story of the woman at the well. I had seen these 
women at the village wells, so I knew they would relate. 
The following year, I dressed in their traditional style, 
and I used phrases from their language to bring home 
the point that the gospel was relevant in all cultures.

The gospel is a gift. There is no power in withholding 
it. The gospel binds us to others when we share it. Their 
blessings in receiving it become our blessings too.

Regardless of our earthly differences, we can create 
eternal connections by sharing the gospel. By relating 
to others from different backgrounds, we are display-
ing the love that the gospel is based on, that selfless love 
that looks to others and not ourselves. The gospel as our 
purpose reveals Christ to the world.

q
Holy Lord, thank you for the cross. Guide me as I 
lovingly share the gospel with the world around me. 
Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

our PurPose is God’s PurPose

1 CoriNthiaNs 9:16–23

Friday, February 5, 2021
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The Purpose of Christ’s Coming
He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there 
also; for that is what I came out to do.”

Mark 1:38

The people of Israel thought that the purpose of the Mes-
siah was to be a conquering hero in battle against the 
Roman Empire. But Jesus came to teach, heal, and save. 
Jesus had fame in Galilee, with people coming in droves 
to witness miracles and healings. The disciples were con-
tent to stay close to home; there were many people in 
need nearby. However, Jesus was ready to move on.

Jesus wasn’t a local figure and never intended to be. 
Christ’s plan and purpose stretched beyond the town 
limits of Galilee and eventually spread to the entire  
ancient world. Jesus’ disciples also ventured farther than 
they ever thought they would to spread the gospel. Now 
Jesus continues to go to the ends of the earth.

We must not be afraid to go outside our comfort zone 
for Jesus. God’s kingdom must reach everywhere on 
earth, and we are the messengers. As Christ said, “Let us 
go on” with the good news. Let us venture further.

q
Lord Jesus, thank you for your example. May I be 
bold and go where you lead me. May your kingdom 
come throughout the earth. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

our PurPose is God’s PurPose

Mark 1:29–39

Saturday, February 6, 2021
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Loyalty to the Fire
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord 
has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.

2 Kings 2:2

One of my biggest regrets is not spending as much time 
as I could with my grandmother before she died. I was 
sixteen and avoiding the decline of my once-confident 
and energetic role model. I often wonder what last les-
sons she would have had for me if I had drawn near. 

Elisha was in pain. Elijah, his spiritual father, would 
be swept up to heaven, leaving Elisha alone. Although 
Elisha didn’t want to talk about Elijah’s impending  
departure, he didn’t want to avoid it either. He would 
gladly spend every last moment he could with his master.

Elisha stayed with Elijah to the end. What lessons we 
could learn from Elisha about loyalty and faithfulness. If 
Elisha had not stayed with Elijah, he would have missed 
seeing the spectacular display of God bringing Elijah up 
to heaven, and so much more. How faithful are we to 
God and those we’re blessed to walk alongside?

q
Precious Lord, thank you for your faithfulness. Create 
in me a loving and loyal spirit with which to walk 
alongside others, according to your example. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

a BriGht aNd BriLLiaNt LiGht

2 kiNGs 2:1–12

Sunday, February 7, 2021
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A Bright Future
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Tell me what I may do for you, before I am tak-
en from you?” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit 
a double share of your spirit.”

2 Kings 2:9

There’s a beautiful thing that comes from relationship—
familiarity. In asking for a double portion of Elijah’s spir-
it, Elisha was asking for the firstborn’s share. The custom 
at the time was that the firstborn would inherit a double 
portion of the father’s estate. Elisha felt familiar enough 
with Elijah to ask to be regarded as Elijah’s firstborn child. 
Of course, Elijah’s spirit wasn’t up to Elijah to grant. It 
was up to God. And God granted Elisha’s request. 

The relationships we pursue determine the trajectory 
of our lives. Good, godly relationships nourish our souls 
and help us grow. Our relationship with God is the most 
important of all. The deeper our relationship with God, 
the deeper the familiarity to comfortably seek and have 
our spiritual needs met. As children of God, we all have 
a rich inheritance awaiting us and a bright and brilliant 
future ahead.

q
Thank you, my Lord, for adopting me as yours. 
Please draw me deeper into a relationship with you 
and bless me always with your Spirit. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

a BriGht aNd BriLLiaNt LiGht

2 kiNGs 2:1–12

Monday, February 8, 2021
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God Shines Forth
Our God comes and does not keep silence, 
 before him is a devouring fire, 
 and a mighty tempest all around him.

Psalm 50:3

God is intimidating and unfathomable, with all-surpassing 
greatness and limitless power. God is a consuming fire. 

In Exodus 20, the people were afraid of God’s presence. 
I admit, there have been times in my life when I was afraid 
of God too. Many of us let our fear of God keep us from 
drawing near. However, as my relationship with God grew 
deeper, I learned much about this power and might.

While God proceeds with fire and a raging tempest, 
there are other attributes as well. God proclaims righ-
teousness, brings justice, and gathers the faithful together. 
God shines forth with a bright and brilliant light.

This blinding power never diminishes, because God’s 
love is greater than any force known. Although we may 
approach God with fear and trembling, we can also  
approach with thankfulness that God is a God of justice 
whose intentions for us are righteous and good.

q
Almighty God, you alone are God. There is none 
other than you. Shine forth in my life with your pow-
erful presence so that others may be drawn ever closer 
to you. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

a BriGht aNd BriLLiaNt LiGht

PsaLM 50:1–6

tueSday, February 9, 2021
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Enlightenment
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves 
for Jesus’ sake.

2 Corinthians 4:5

My family once went to a beach café for lunch. I wasn’t 
exactly in my Sunday best. I was covered in sand, a sim-
ple cover-up was pulled over my swimsuit, and my hair 
was a mess. As the server approached, she looked at me 
in excitement exclaiming, “You are a Christian!” I’m still 
amazed that she saw Christ’s light beneath all that beach 
residue, but I praise God that I possess Christ’s light at 
all!

The purpose of our God-given light is to share it, to 
shine it into the darkness. Part of Jesus’ mission was to 
shine a light on who God really is. Part of our mission is 
to shine a light on who Jesus really is.

What that woman saw in me that day wasn’t me at 
all; it was Jesus. When we serve others in love and share 
the gospel, we are showing them the bright and brilliant 
light of Christ, not ourselves.

q
Lord Jesus, may you be glorified in all things. Remove 
from me anything that is not of you. May I reflect you 
well. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

a BriGht aNd BriLLiaNt LiGht

2 CoriNthiaNs 4:3–6

WedneSday, February 10, 2021
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Light in the Darkness
For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6

Whenever we walk through a darkened space, we tread 
carefully and we feel unsure. When a light is turned on 
in that same space, we are immediately more confident 
in our movements. Fear-inducing shapes and shadows 
in the dark are given context and clarity in the light.

Just as God said, “Let there be light” in creation, God 
also says, “Let there be light” in our hearts. Our hearts 
are no longer darkened spaces where we feel fear and 
insecurity but are illuminated dwellings of God’s glory. 
Doesn’t that encourage us to step forward boldly, know-
ing that Christ lights our path?

The gospel is no longer veiled to us; we have been 
enlightened from the inside with God’s light. Now we 
are immediately more confident in our movements  
reflecting Christ. Let’s let our lives shine for Jesus, with 
the bright and brilliant light of God’s glory on full display.

q
Radiant Christ, thank you for your light in my life. 
May I go forth boldly, in the light of your glory, to 
share your gospel to a world in darkness. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

a BriGht aNd BriLLiaNt LiGht

2 CoriNthiaNs 4:3–6

thurSday, February 11, 2021
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A Divine Conversation
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, 
who were talking with Jesus.

Mark 9:4

Three biblical powerhouses had a meeting on a moun-
tain. Three disciples witnessed the event. Both Moses 
and Elijah had conversations with God on a mountain 
(Exod. 19 and 1 Kgs. 19). Now they came down from 
heaven to meet with Jesus—with God—on a mountain. 

Moses was the deliverer of Israel, sent by God to free 
the people from slavery to the Egyptians. Jesus is the 
deliverer of the world, who came to free us from slav-
ery to sin. Moses and the events of the exodus were a 
foreshadowing of Jesus and our spiritual redemption.  
Moses, a mere mortal, could not do what Jesus would 
do in freeing us from sin.

Elijah escaped death, instead being swept up into 
heaven in God’s chariots of fire. Jesus conquered death 
on the cross and was raised to life to later ascend into 
heaven. Elijah, a mere mortal, escaped death according 
to God’s will and providence. Jesus defeated death itself 
once and for all. 

q
Mighty Jesus, you are sovereign. Thank you for being 
our Savior, giving us life over death. We give you all 
glory and praise. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

a BriGht aNd BriLLiaNt LiGht

Mark 9:2–9

Friday, February 12, 2021
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Witness to the Light of the World
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and 
James and John, and led them up a high moun-
tain apart, by themselves. And he was transfig-
ured before them.

Mark 9:2

What lengths are we willing to go to in order to witness 
Jesus’ dazzling glory? We often face uphill battles that 
we would rather not suffer through. But what if Jesus 
was leading us up these mental, emotional, and spiritual 
mountains? Would we go then?

Climbing a mountain is never easy, and the higher it 
is, the harder it is. As long as Christ leads our lives, we 
can make it all the way, even up high mountains. If we 
follow in obedience, we stand to experience Jesus’ heav-
enly splendor in ways that will increase our faith and 
convict us further of Christ’s divine sovereignty.

God spoke from heaven and commanded the disciples 
to listen to Jesus. When we actively listen, we don’t simply 
hear the Spirit speaking into our hearts, but we respond 
to what we hear. We walk in humble obedience and fol-
low in trust, because the Light of the World leads us. 

q
O Radiant Savior, lead and guide me today and  
always. Show me your glory, Lord. Let me live in 
your bright and brilliant light. Amen.

Tischa van de Reep, The Woodlands, Texas

a BriGht aNd BriLLiaNt LiGht

Mark 9:2–9

Saturday, February 13, 2021
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It’s Urgent
Yet even now, says the Lord, 
 return to me with all your heart.

Joel 2:12

“Even now, return to me.” It reads like a text message sent 
from one heartbroken lover to another. It’s urgent, and 
it’s meant for us. Joel is the messenger, but the message 
is God’s. The time for us to return to God is now. No 
matter that Joel’s writing may be more than 2,800 years 
old. The divine call, the cry of mercy, the promise of 
steadfast love is undiminished by centuries and stronger 
than death. 

What are you doing until Easter? What are you doing 
that could possibly be more important than returning 
to God wholeheartedly? How will you make the journey 
back to the One who calls you to come back? Will you 
run, or crawl, or pray your way there? Will you forgive 
or give? Will you blow the finest song your trumpet can 
play or quit doing that unhealthy thing you keep mean-
ing to give up for good anyway? The point is: God will 
have you back—yesterday. The return is yours to make. 
And the time to get moving is now.

q
On my way—so sorry I wandered off. Love, please 
take me back. Amen.

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

MakiNG our way BaCk to God

JoeL 2:1–2, 12–17

Sunday, February 14, 2021
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Thank the Thankless
Shout out, do not hold back! 
 Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
 to the house of Jacob their sins. 

Isaiah 58:1

Thankless. The prophet’s thankless task is telling— 
yelling—bad news. We’ve fallen miles short of the moral 
mark while chasing after spiritual delights. But here’s a 
practice to consider: thank the prophet. Believe the truth 
teller whose message penetrates your heart, not the syco-
phant who calls out everyone’s rebellion but yours. Listen 
for the whistle-blower who knows you better than you 
want to be known. Let that siren sound in your conscience 
and bring you to awareness of your complicity in sin.

Then offer thanks: Thank you for revealing my  
responsibility to me. Thank you for exposing my com-
munity and me to ourselves. Thank you for seeing and 
saying how we benefit from our neighbors’ oppression. 
Thank you for making me aware that the prayer of con-
fession we pray on Sunday is not theoretical but real—
not an end but an entry into the repentant life that leads 
to everybody’s freedom.

q
God of our fasting Savior, thank you for the prophet who  
calls us to do justice, making our way back to you. Amen.

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

MakiNG our way BaCk to God 
isaiah 58:1–12

Monday, February 15, 2021
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Beloved as You Are
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet are well known.

2 Corinthians 6:8–9

In God’s eyes, you’re the real deal, the whole and holy 
enchilada. Almost everybody else perceives you partially,  
as a parent or a child, a worker or a widow, a sibling, 
a consumer, a type, “one of those,” a collage made of 
glimpses and impressions, some of them mistaken.  
Nobody sees through God’s eyes but God, who sees you 
well and truly even when you can’t clearly see yourself. 
Maybe you had to dance backward in heels just to get 
to the same place as others who are less capable, and 
that has left you doubting your authenticity, your right 
to do the work that’s really yours to do. Or maybe you  
believed them when they told you who you should be, 
yet you wound up being your actual self, the one God 
sees and loves, but you have some trouble accepting this.

Child of God, grown-up of God, unrepeatable you, 
they may project their unfounded expectations on you, 
but you’re not here to fulfill those. You’re here to be true, 
to be known, and to be loved as you are.

q
Creator of all life, including my life, let me see myself 
as you see me: beloved. Amen.

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

MakiNG our way BaCk to God

2 CoriNthiaNs 5:20B–6:10

tueSday, February 16, 2021
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Invisible to Everyone but God
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 
in the streets, so that they may be praised by others.”

Matthew 6:2

It’s ironic. On Ash Wednesday, we hear the Lord crying 
out: “Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on 
my holy mountain!” (Joel 2:1). Then we hear Jesus tell-
ing us not to toot our own horns. There’s a difference  
between divine revelation warranting loud heraldry 
and a human spiritual practice meant to express quiet  
humility before God. In a New York Times Magazine 
article that cites Matthew 6, writer Jane Coaston says, 
“We all want to be good. But often, what we want more 
is for others to know just how good we are.”* Coaston 
goes on to mention “virtue signaling,” a term coined in 
2015 to criticize “much of the moral outrage we see on-
line.” Social media serve as the trumpets through which 
we signal our virtue, all too often hypocritically, doing 
little else to redress the wrongs we publicly abhor.

Ask yourself this Lent: What alms will I give to alleviate 
poverty? What efforts, what sacrifices invisible to every-
one but God, will I make to help my hungry neighbors?

q
God, let me work unseen for your justice. Amen.

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

* Jane Coaston, “‘Virtue Signaling’ Isn’t the Problem. Not Believ-
ing One Another Is,” New York Times Magazine, August 8, 2017.

MakiNG our way BaCk to God 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21

aSh WedneSday, February 17, 2021
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Humility without Humiliation
You desire truth in the inward being; 
 therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

Psalm 51:6

Psalm 51, the penitential psalm for Ash Wednesday, is 
a tough read for Christians who understand the dam-
aging effects of shame, especially shame in the name 
of religion. The psalm’s images—God having crushed 
the bones of one who was a sinner at conception, who 
is then cleansed to become “whiter than snow”—are 
hugely problematic for people who refute violent the-
ologies and refuse to equate whiteness with rightness. 

Psalm 51 itself may seem to need redemption. But 
in its midst, there comes a connection between God’s 
desire for each person’s honest self-awareness and the 
human need to be made wise deep within. Verse 6, 
our focus verse today, is a treasure to be salvaged from 
the toxic poetry of self-loathing. It can serve as a lens 
through which to seek and find God, who wants us to 
know ourselves as we truly are. Lent leads us inward 
toward honesty and humility without humiliation. 
These are sacred gifts and practices that then lead us 
outward, to share with others the joy of our salvation 
and theirs.

q
Sustain in me, O God, a spirit willing to be made 
wise. Amen. 

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

MakiNG our way BaCk to God 
PsaLM 51:1–17

thurSday, February 18, 2021
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Our Creator’s Artistry
“When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and re-
member the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”

Genesis 9:16

I live in Arizona, which some have joked embodies every 
shade of beige. “Arizona Beige” is a bland automobile paint 
color and a hue of Birkenstocks. Beige seems the opposite of 
the multicolored rainbow in Genesis, which signifies God’s 
covenant love for all living beings. But look deeper and 
you’ll find that beige is a French word for the sandy, golden-
brownish tones of natural wool. Beige contains a spectrum 
of many variations and tones.

Lift your eyes from earth to skies. The light from about 
200,000 galaxies averages “to a slightly beigeish white,” 
according to astronomers Karl Glazebrook and Ivan Bald-
ry. Desiring a fancier name, they call it “Cosmic Latte.”*

What on first glance appears bland actually contains 
bands of variegated color, light, and shadow that reveal 
our Creator’s artistry and salvation for all. Look around. 
Where do you see subtle signs or bright reminders of 
God’s unbroken promises? 

q
Maker of heaven and earth, be my vision. May I 
recognize your covenant love when I see it. Amen.

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

* “Cosmic Latte: The Average Colour of the Universe Is Beige,” 
Daily Mail, November 6, 2009.

MakiNG our way BaCk to God

GeNesis 9:8–17
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Formed by the Spirit
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
 teach me your paths. 

Psalm 25:4

The Lord “teaches the humble,” says the writer of Psalm 
25:9, praying for knowledge of God’s ways. “Teach me 
your paths” is the prayer of a soul willing to learn the 
Divine Teacher’s wisdom. Might this be your prayer? 

Learning of the kind the psalmist prays for requires 
spiritual teachability, a mind and heart capable of chang-
ing. Faithful learning has more to do with formation, 
the shaping of a life, than with information. To learn 
God’s ways and follow God’s paths is to be formed by 
the Spirit into a person whose life increasingly resem-
bles Jesus’ own contemplative, courageous, compassion-
ate life. Spiritual formation and transformation emerge 
from Christian faith that’s based on fidelity, loving trust, 
and learning. As the hymn “There Is a Balm in Gilead” 
expresses it, “Jesus is your friend, and if you lack for 
knowledge, he’ll not refuse to lend.”*

q
Jesus, by your words of wisdom, may I unlearn mis-
leading ways and follow you my whole life long. Lend 
me knowledge. Guide me on God’s path. Amen. 

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

* Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal (Louisville, KY: Westmin-
ster John Knox Press, 2013), 792.

MakiNG our way BaCk to God 
PsaLM 25:1–10
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This Baptized Life
And baptism . . . now saves you . . . through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 3:21

Who do you say you are? Are you the roles you play? The 
job you do? Who do people say you are? What’s baptism 
got to do with your identity? Your baptism may have 
been a pretty ritual at church that you were too young 
to remember later. Along the way, you may have been 
formed in a faith community that equipped you sincere-
ly to say, I am a beloved child of God and everything else I 
am flows from that, the way baptismal water flows from a 
font and saving grace flows from the heart of God.

Whoever you are, or have been told you are, or  
believed yourself to be, one thing’s for sure: you are 
more than your occupations and obligations, more 
than what the sociologists say about your generation. 
You are created unrepeatably in God’s own image. You 
are exquisitely fashioned yet undeniably fallible. You 
are redeemed by a risen Savior and sustained by a Holy 
Spirit who breathes life into you even now.

q
Risen Jesus, thank you for bringing your disciples to 
God and giving us this baptized life to live together. 
Amen. 

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

fiNdiNG ourseLves iN God

1 Peter 3:18–22
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The Terrain of Transformation
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into 
the wilderness.

Mark 1:12

By wilderness, Mark means the Judean wilderness, the 
stretch of uninhabited desert between Jerusalem and Jeri-
cho on the western shore of the Dead Sea. But wilder-
ness also refers to the terrain of personal transformation 
to which we’re sometimes driven because God is at our 
backs, sending us into hard places where we run headlong 
into truths about ourselves. Some of these we’d prefer not 
to face, as we’d also rather skip the trials that test and 
ultimately teach us how near the reign of God has come.

When we’re in that rocky crisis of self-recognition, 
that desert of stark revelation, we can do one of three 
things: run back unchanged to the safety of familiar 
patterns and places; give in to our most devilish com-
pulsions and damaging coping mechanisms; or—and 
this is the way of Jesus—pray hard, strengthened by the 
sometimes stinging but steadfastly supportive Spirit of 
the living God.

q
Through the wearying climbs and at the low points, 
God of the desert, accompany us. Help us face our-
selves and become more wholeheartedly your people. 
Amen.

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

fiNdiNG ourseLves iN God

Mark 1:9–15
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Fallen and Called
Then Abram fell on his face.

Genesis 17:3

Falling on his face, Abram expresses humble reverence 
before the God of the covenant. Even so, the thought of 
Abram falling on his face pains me. I’m the pastor of a 
mostly senior congregation that works hard to prevent 
falls by removing trip hazards, installing railings in the 
church, and offering balance classes.

Falling isn’t funny. But since the word faceplant gained 
mainstream usage, it’s connoted a supposedly laughable 
fall-on-your-face accident. According to Kerry Maxwell, 
faceplant originated among skateboarders and snow-
boarders describing their failed maneuvers.* The word 
made it into the popular lexicon after videos of people 
falling on their faces went viral as Internet memes. 

We’re a species entertained by our neighbors’ down-
falls, which is to say we’re a fallen people. Lent alerts us 
to this, calling us to repent of the ways we’ve become 
callous and downright mean. To lean into the Lenten 
summons is to trust God to catch us when we fall and 
hold us to a higher standard. 

q
I bow before you, God of mercy. Amen.

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

* Kerry Maxwell, Brave New Words: A Language Lover’s Guide to the 
21st Century (New York: MacMillan, 2007).

fiNdiNG ourseLves iN God

GeNesis 17:1–7, 15–16
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A Whole World
From you comes my praise in the great congregation.

Psalm 22:25a

Psalm 22 is best known for its first verse, the abject cry of 
abandonment, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus asks this question while 
dying on the cross. It’s a dreadful, solitary howl rising from 
the pit of human suffering. After reading such an opening, 
we may scarcely dare to finish the rest of the psalm.

But we should read it. Psalm 22 is a poem of faith 
that’s staggering in scope. A whole world is in it, from 
the wretched soul longing for a mother’s comfort, to the 
great congregation of God’s worshipers, to the families 
of all the earth’s nations, to generations yet to come who 
will proclaim God’s deliverance. The writer of Psalm 22 
embodies poetic ambition of the kind poet and critic 
Donald Hall defines: “True ambition in a poet seeks . . . 
to make words that live forever.”* 

Psalm 22 has been around for roughly three thousand 
years, and it’s not going anywhere. In 2021, God’s great 
congregation perseveres in proclaiming its undying truths.

q
Immortal Deliverer and Giver of Everlasting Life, I 
live to give you honor, glory, and praise. Amen. 

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

* Donald Hall, “Poetry and Ambition,” Poetry Society of America, 
https://poets.org/text/poetry-and-ambition.

fiNdiNG ourseLves iN God

PsaLM 22:23–31
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A Reckoning
It will be reckoned to us who believe.

Romans 4:24

A woman waits in an oncologist’s office, wondering if 
her cancer has advanced. She’ll ask the doctor, though 
deep down, she knows what her body is saying.

She’s a knowing woman. She knows herself and 
everyone to be beloved of God. She knows she loves 
and is loved by her sisters, her daughters and son, her  
daughters-in-law, her grandchildren, nieces, friends, 
and me, the person writing this devotion. I’m drawing 
strength from her faith in order to encourage yours.

I may not know you, but I know you love and are 
beloved. I know there will one day come a reckoning. 
The God who gives life to the dead will see us and all 
the saints through to the other side of our questions, our 
cancers and cures, the answers we hope for, the deaths 
we fear. All our everyday prayers and small acts of cour-
age, even our failings, will add up to our faith in God. 
Our faith, by grace alone and no achievement of our 
own, will be reckoned to us as righteous.

q
In spite of pain and bad news, I believe in you and 
your promises, O God. Amen. 

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

fiNdiNG ourseLves iN God

roMaNs 4:13–25
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The Courage to Listen
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected . . . 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.

Mark 8:31–32

In a blog post, Rev. Jan Edmiston says, “I was talking with 
a clergy colleague the other day about systemic racism . . .  
and he said something brilliant: ‘We need to talk this to 
death because resurrection only comes after death.’ . . .  
Notice how many times Jesus participated in conversations 
or activities that some might call ‘unpleasant.’ Remember 
that he wasn’t crucified for making everybody happy.”*

Sometimes people leave churches because preachers 
tell unpleasant truths about social injustice. Sometimes 
preachers are criticized for talking openly about how white 
supremacy steals God-given liberty and dignity from black 
and brown people. Stand with antiracist gospel preach-
ers, and stay with their congregations. Listen. Cheer when 
church leaders tell the truth. Do justice humbly, with love.

q
Jesus, give us courage to listen when prophets tell diffi-
cult truths. Let peoples far too long silenced be heard. 
Forgive us our part in racial injustice. Let us bear 
witness now to your rolling-down justice and your 
rising-up power. Amen. 

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

* Jan Edmiston, “Talking Something to Death,” A Church for 
Starving Artists, May 3, 2018, https://achurchforstarvingartists 
.blog/2018/05/03/talking-something-to-death/.

fiNdiNG ourseLves iN God

Mark 8:31–38
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Listen to Jesus
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, 
who were talking with Jesus.

Mark 9:4

The transfiguration story proclaims who Jesus is and 
what his disciples are to do: “This is my Son, the  
Beloved,” says the divine voice from the overshadowing 
cloud. “Listen to him!”(v. 7, emphasis added). Earlier 
in the story, Elijah and Moses, monumental icons of 
Hebrew prophecy and law, appear, talking with Jesus.

Listening and talking to Jesus are essential practices 
of Christian faith and prayer. Most of us do more talk-
ing than listening when we pray, though none of us, it’s 
fair to say, is possessed of Moses’s or Elijah’s way with 
words. Often, like Peter up on that high mountain with 
James, John, and Jesus, we don’t know what to say. God 
knows we need to listen to Jesus. The commandment 
that we do so couldn’t come more forcefully. Let’s make 
this an attentive Lent. Let’s go to the Scriptures and our 
prayers. Let’s practice faithful Christian service, open to 
the new wisdom we’ll gain and the transformation we’ll 
undergo if we listen to the Beloved One calling us to 
make our way back to God.

q
Most High God, open my ears to hear and respond to 
the voice of Jesus. Amen. 

Rachel M. Srubas, Tucson, Arizona

fiNdiNG ourseLves iN God

Mark 9:2–9
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Fools for Christ
“For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wis-
dom . . .”

1 Corinthians 1:25

On a cold, icy morning, my colleague stepped outside 
onto the sidewalk, carrying his infant daughter, and 
promptly slid, landing—kerplunk—in a sitting posi-
tion. He said he did three things. First, he checked to 
see if his baby girl was all right. Then he checked to see 
if he was all right. The third thing he did was to look 
around and see if anyone saw him slip and fall. It is one 
thing to do something foolish. It is another thing to feel 
foolish. But the worst of all is to look foolish.

Paul told the church at Corinth that in the eyes of 
others they would look foolish, believing in an invisible 
God and doing good deeds in the name of a so-called 
risen Savior. Christians are still notorious for looking 
foolish as they go about helping and loving and sacrific-
ing. There is the oft-told story about a reporter visiting 
a leper colony where nuns were busy cleaning and min-
istering to lepers. The reporter mumbled, “I wouldn’t do 
that for a million dollars.” A nun heard him and replied, 
“Neither would I.”

q
God, challenge us to forget our dignity and minister 
to one another’s needs, in your name. Amen.

Thomas D. Campbell, Powell, Tennessee

oBeyiNG wise words

1 CoriNthiaNs 1:18–25 
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